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 RCFL Internship program
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Purpose

The RCFL Program’s Honors Internship Program (HIP) is geared for college students  interested in a career that combines the fields of digital forensics and law enforcement.  The HIP provides outstanding undergraduate and graduate students the opportunity to enter the RCFL Network as an intern, and to work in a cutting edge digital evidence laboratory supporting state, local, and federal investigations.

Below are some frequently asked questions about the RCFL internships—

How do I apply?

Interested students must apply through the FBI’s Honors Internship Program. The application is on-line at www.fbijobs.gov/231.asp. 

Which RCFLs are offering internships?

There are currently 14 RCFLs located throughout the country and all are accepting applications. However, not all RCFLs may participate in the internship program. Specific considerations for an RCFL internship program will be determined once all FBI applications are received and funds allocated. Preference will be given to local students within commuting distance of the RCFL desired.

Are these paid internships?

Yes. This year, the Honors Internship Program will fall under Office of Personnel Management's guidelines for the Student Temporary Employment Program (STEP). The STEP is a temporary employment program that offers an employee a temporary job as long as the employee is a student. As a result, the grade qualifications have changed for students participating in the HIP program. Therefore, students participating in any FBI internship program will be hired at the GS-5, GS-6, or GS-7 level. 

Listed below are the new grade qualifications for the FBI’s HIP: 

· GS-5 – Completion of two (2) full years of post-high school education leading to a bachelor’s degree 

· GS-6 – Completion of three (3) full years of post-high school education leading to a bachelor’s degree 

· GS-7 – Completion of one (1) full year of graduate education 

When does the internship start?

The internship usually begins on the first Monday in June and ends on the second Friday in August. 
Applications for the Summer 2010 Program are now being accepted on an ongoing basis and must be received by September 30, 2009 for consideration. 

Is a security clearance required to work in an RCFL?

Yes. The FBI commences the background investigation as soon as selected candidates complete all of the necessary paperwork. In addition, they are scheduled for a security interview, pre-employment polygraph examination, urinalysis testing, and fingerprinting. Although the process sounds daunting, most Honors interns receive their security clearances in time to begin work.

How long does it take to receive a clearance?

The length of a background investigation depends on a number of different variables, including how thorough and accurate the background documents are completed; the extent of the individual’s foreign travel or time living abroad; and the verification of any inconsistencies in the application and investigation processes. 

Where can I send questions about the RCFL Internship Program?

Send all inquiries to internships@rcfl.gov or call the RCFL National Program Office on 703-985-3677.
Qualifications

The RCFL Program maintains the highest standards for all its personnel – the same holds true for our interns. We're looking for individuals who are motivated, enjoy a challenge, and possess strong academic credentials. In addition, all applicants must meet the following requirements—

· Candidates must be attending a college or university that is accredited by one of the regional or national institutional associations recognized by the United States Secretary of Education 

· Undergraduate students must be in their junior or senior year, attending a college or university full-time 

· Graduate students must be enrolled in a college or university, attending full-time 

· All applicants must be returning to their respective schools for at least one semester immediately following the completion of the RCFL internship 

· Students must have a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 or above on a 4.0 scale, and be in good standing with their academic institution 

· Candidates must be citizens of the United States 

· Candidates must meet all FBI Employment Requirements, be able to pass an FBI Background Investigation, and receive a Top Secret Security Clearance. 

For More Information
To learn more about the RCFL Program, contact the National Program Office:

	RCFL National Program Office

SSA Bryan Tepper, Unit Chief

Central Number: 

703-985-3677

Email:  internships@rcfl.gov
Email (general):  npo@rcfl.gov

 
	Mailing Address—

Engineering Research Facility

Building 27958-A

Quantico, VA 22135

Attn:  ERF Annex

RCFL National Program Office
	Web Site Address—

www.rcfl.gov
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